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DECREE PROVIDES FOR FURTHER
CONSOLIDATION OF AGRICULTURAL LANDS

The Ministry of Agriculture, implementing Decree No 3 of 1949 of the Coun-
cil of Ministers on the partial consolidation of agricultural and forest lands,
has issued I -cree No 18,085 for 1951, vhich contains the following provisions:

Requests for Consolidations

Requests for purtial consolidation may be submitted by the following:
(o' independent producers' cooperatives; (v) farmers who desire to create a
producers’' cooperative; and (c) keads of state farms, experimental stations,
agris: taral szhrols, or other agricultural en.erprises.

Consolidation of lands of producers' cooperatives may be requested, if:

1. At least 300 cadastral yokes of the cooperative's lands are scattered
over several locations but the area of each tract does not exceed 50 cadastral
yokes.

2., At least 3% farmers desire to form a producers' cooperative in a village,
and at least 300 cadastral yokes of the ncwly created cooperative ere scattered
at several locations, but the area of each tract is less than 50 cadastral yokes.

Consolidation of lands of state farms, except experimental stations or agri-
cultural schools, may be reguested, if a state farm is elready in operation in a
village and st least Luu cadastral yokes of the farm are scattered at several
locations but the area of each tract does not exceed 50 cadastral yokes.

Consolidation of experimental stations and agricultural schouls may be
requested, if:

i, Holdings are scattered or must be increased by the consolidation of
state-owned reserve lands, or
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2. An experimeutal station or agricultural school is to be established and
there 1s sufflicient state-owned reserve lend available for this purpose.

Consolidation may be requested if the ares of lends 1s less tham 300 cadastral
yokes for producers’ cooperatives or L0O cadastral yokes for state farme but
consolidation is Justified in the intirests of production.

Partial consolidavion may not be requested in a town where partial consolida-
tion was effected 1n 194G and 1950, This regulation 1is not applicabie to towns
with extensive fevming areas.

Preparation for the Bxacutive of Consolidation

The Minister of Agriculture grants partial consolidation only in 702 towns in
1951. Requests are copsidered individually, and the miniater, through the president
of the town erecutive committee, notifies the applicant of his decision. Consoli-
dation may not be initiated and carried out witnout the minister's permission.
Persons who cons lidarte lands without permission are liable to imprisonment not
exceeding 3 yrars. 1t 15 forbidden to corsolidate vineyards and orchards.

Parvial coamsolidation 1s carried our by the local consolidation committees
usder the supervisicec of the country executive committees. Members of the con-
solidation committaes are as follows

1 Prastdsnt of the local producers’ cooperative or head of the local
state farm

2. Delegates of the in-al organization of DEFOSZ (National Union of Work-
ing Peasants and Farmhands) and a representative of the local farmers' associa-
tion.

Persons who are barred from membership in producers’' cooperatives may not
be members of a consolidatiop commitiee.

Administrarive aquties of consolidation are performed by school teachers.

It is the responsibility of the National Geodetic Institute to carry out the
technizal Task of sonsnlidation %hrough 1°e specialists. These specialists survey
the lands to be -onsnlidated nr exchanged under the supervision of the head of
the local county geodertc service

Consolidatior commitsees are to be formed on 21 August 1951. The first task
of the committee 15 registratios of all lapds 1o be consolldated.

In regard to comselidation of producers' cooperatives, all lands held by the
members are expropriated. As ‘o consslidation of state farms, all lands used by
them as well as state.owned reserve lands have to be registered,

Farmyards and appurteaances, as well as vineyards, orchards, and community
forests and pastures, are exempt from consolidation.

Total consolidation 1s mandatery io towns where 70 percent of the lands are
held by producers’ -ooperativas and all local producers' cocperatives and the
local state fuarm request consolidation of the entire farming area, or the Minister
of Agriculture approves a covrsnlidarion request for the entire farming area of
the towns.

In geueral the consolidated tracts should be formed with due consideration
for ecomomic operaticn and with the least disturbance possible tu independent

peasant boldings, in mreas where most of the land is held by the producers' co-
operat:ves aud the state farms, respectively, Leands of farmers not requesting
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consolidetion shouid be consolidated only in cese of necessity. Depending on
local conditions, scattered lands of producers' cooperatives and state farms
should be consolidated in tracts of 100 and 200 cadastral yokes, respectively.

Farm lands owned by persons who do not apply for consolidation shall be ex-
changed for lands located outside the comsolidated tract and owned by members of
a producers' cogperative. To avoid interfering with orderly farm operations B
care should be taken to avoid repeated exchange of lands owned by professional
farmers, which were received in exchange during the consolidation action in 1949
or 1950. .

The exchange of farm lands shall be goverred by the following regulations:

Land owned by professionsl farmers who do not apply for consolidation
wi1ll be expropriated first, beginning with land of best quality anmd proceeding
gradually toward poorer quality lands. The peasants affected by the exchange
action shall be compensated by the allotment of other lands of equal value , at

their choice.

Next, lands wbich fall within the consolidated tract and are owned by
artisens, miners, and factory workers will be expropriated. Exchange of farm
lands for this class of owners will be carried out, in general, on the same basis
as in the case of professional farmers.

Kulsks will receive, 1in exchange for their expropriated fa-ms, lands of
equal value whereever possible.

Supervieors respensible for the process of comsolidevtion shall submit their
plans by 2 September 1951, when exerution of the consvlidation begins.

Execution of Consoiida®ion and Legal Remedy

.

Consolidation and redisiribtution of lands shall be completed by the consoli-
dation cemmittees by 5 September 1951. Appeals against the consolidation res-
olitions are admitted only 1nm the public interest. The following organizations
and persons may appeal the consclidation resolutions:

1. County secretariat of DEFOSZ.

2. Unton of County Cooperarives.
., »
: 3. Pres:dent ¢f the local producers cgooperative. "
T k. Head of %he s<ate farm.

Final decision is rendered by the Minsster of Agriculture.

In compensation cases final dispositicn 15 made by the president of the county
executive committee.

Miscellaneous Regulations

Farmers must complete seasonal agricultural work regardless of imperding con-
solidation of their lands. Prcducers' cooperatives and state farms may start farm
work on .onsolidated lerds only after the original owner has harvested his crop.
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